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The Grandes 
Its crest : Jorasses is in the 
streches ‘¥ north eastern part 
around 1000 of the Mont 
kilometers .. Blanc range. 
east-west has ; 





This peak got 
ite name from 7 
W.H.Walker, A ier of 4250 meters Bm 

who wae the firet pointe walker gg 


man to set foot s 
on the highest oon the east ridge Aaa 


point of the $ is Grande 
Jorasses's 











The first climb 
winter was accom: 
plished in 1963 by 


Walter Bonatti, but 


Ae 















The north face: J 
"of the Grandes =| 

Jorasses is the 
most famous 
wall of the 


7 . 
With a rise of 1200 
meters from the base 
of the walker spur, 
the walker peak is © 
particularly famous, * 
and was first scaled } 
in 1438 by the three 
man team of Cassin, 





















to forbid him, 
| wouldn't have 
hired Habu 


in the first place. 








I knew Habu 
intended going 


S anyway, whatever 











Finally Habu 
ended up 
going, huh? 


Fukamachi 
had come 
tosee f 
Osamu 
Mizuno at 


Gakusui- 











He was working 
| onit alone even He went. 
before he left 








f 
i | 


25a 
i 1 
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Me and Tada 
were the only} 
ones who knew. 


If the Grandes Jorasse's 

company had let him go 
knowing it, it would've 
turned into an issue. 





Well, | guess 
everyone 
already knows. ps 











4] the walker 
ig] spur on 


1h, 
fe 





On the first 
| day he crossed 


the rebuffat 
crack, and it 


was on the 


second day, 


when he star- 


ted on the 


wall above, 


that he fell. |, #: 











meters resul- 


ted in countu-|, 


8 
8 
3 
ny 
2 
s 
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g and three 


broken ribs. 


It was then |t 


‘| one-armed 





af | te 


| that Habu's 








Habu left 
all alone. 


You wouldn't happen 
‘to know where Habu 
is now, or what 
he might be 
doing, right? 


But why 
do you 
wanna know 
about Habu 
so badly? 


Actually, tm 
interested in 
his approach 

to climbing. 


Y after 

that 
he quit working here, incident 
andineverheard onthe 


from him again, Everest 





who may know [pt | climbing {/ "d like to write 
about Jouji Habu's KRIRRY//41) \ style, huh? a book at some 
whereabouts? stage about 
Pink Jouji Habu, 
if I can. 


And, if it's 
possible, td Ys 
like to include 
an interview 
with the 
man himeelf. 





Habu kept 
a Journal. 








wrote it Grandes 
after he Jorasses. \t 































Iwill, 
rest 
assured. 







I've never 

















Yes, it never 
ran in any 
magazines 

or anything. 


I can't give 
you their 
name just 
like that. 





who it is 
that has 
it, but... 









What? 
Such a 
thing 
exists? 


























He wrote it No, not 
lon the Grandes| after he 
Jorasse's rock\ got back. 


wall while 
he was 
climbing. 










Please, 
tell them 
that | 
absolutely 
must 
read it. 






— tll get, though. about you, 


be much 
obliged. 


I'm not sure 


what kind of But I can 
response tell them 


Fukamachi. 














He can see nothing 
but his back. 


were to turn © 
around. 


ee 





He can see ™ 

nothing but 

his back. IF 
that man were 


= to turn aroun 

















sohewas f 
aware that 
it was 
a dream. 





Little by little, 
his own 
thoughts 
become 
denser than 
the dream 





Soon enough 
he would 
come out 

of it. 














The journal. 
Habu wrote on 
the Grandes 
Jorasses. 


(| Fukamachi awoke 
to the sun 


piercing into the 
stuffy humidity of 
his cramped room. 


He realized 
he'd fallen 
asleep 
fully clothed. 








message, 
Apparenly 
there had 
beena 
phone call 
while he 
slept. 





Ryoko Kishi 


a left 
a message saying 


called 


she would 
call again. 























ve spoken 
with 
Mr. Mizuno, 


Buntaro Kishi's 
little sister. 





T-That 
Mr. Kishi? 


Did some- 
thing 
happen to 











I heard 
that you, 


are 
investigating 


Could it 
be that you 
two have met 
somewhere 
before? 

















From what | 
gathered, you 
were at the 
Himalayas, right? 












that they 
were going to 
climb Everest 
from the 
Nepalese side. 























7 Was it in 


{ this expedition 
| that you 
met Habu? 






Although 
we didn't 
reach the 














ie Is that 





Is he still in 





I met him, 












Well, i say i met him, but 
ionly really met a man in 
Kathmandu who closely 
resembled him. 


But he never 
said a word 
and just 
walked away 




















I tried asking 
him to find out 
if he was 
really Jouji Habu. 










And 
wanted to 
confirm it. 


You think 
that man 


Ive been meeting was Habu, 


with people that | 
think might know 
where Habu is and 

asking them about 











4] Fukamachi 
] met Ryoko 
Kishi in 




















But he did go to 
Nepal some 


years back now. H 
bbe 


know that 
Habu was 
in Nepal? 








The truth is, 
I'd like to 
know where 
Habu is 
now, too. 


And if 
maybe you 
wanted to 
read Habu's 

journal. 





And I never 

So | thought hearda * 

perhaps he word of 
still was him coming 


So when 
Mr. Mizuno 
told me 
about you 


| got in touch. 
I wondered if maybe 
| could hear some- 
thing about it 
from you, Mr. 
Fukamachi. 








Wve got alot 
of things | 
want to ask 
But before | do, you, Mr. Fuka- 
I'd like to have machi. 


a look at the 
journal first. 





You have 
his journal? 








He left it 
tome, 
himself. 








That was 
an intrusive 
question. 











oe We been un- No, don't 


certain about worry 
a lot of about 
SJ Inever intended) shinge, but | : 
came here 


determined to 
tell everything. 


to tell anyone 
about this, at 
first, but... 


But I thought 

maybe you'd know 

something about 

Habu, 60 | decided 
to see you. 


If it means 
Ml get to 
see Habu 
again... 




















February 18, 1474 
Ito cold fve been preparing myself 
fort, but even then, the cold io terrible. 

I knew it'd be hard to endure the winter nights 

In the european Alps in a 3000 meters rock wal, 

but when you are realy exposed to the cold, the 

body feels It more than | expected. Even 0, the cold 

may be strong, but my determination is even stronger. 

Now tm writing this journal with the help of a 

head lamp, and | was never good at'writing, 

I brought thle notebook 20 | can write Coe ~ 

everything that gov into my Read, but. —~< 








Ml read it 
now, if you 
don't mind. 


















CHAPTER 10 


JOUJI HABU’'S 
JOURNAL 









we 
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1/ juin 











S0 cow. I'D 
MENTALLY 
PREPARED 

MYSELF FOR 
1, BUT IT'S 
80 COLD. 





BUT BEING EXPOSED 
TO THESE TEMPERA- 
TURES HAS A GREA- 
TER EFFECT ON MY 
BODY THAN | EXPEC- 














EVEN 50, 
AS STRONG AS 


THE COLD WAS, 
My 

H DETERMINATION 

WAS WAY 

STRONGER. 








MENTALLY BRACED 
MYSELF FOR 
SPENDING THESE 
SEVERE WINTER 
NIGHTS ON ROCK 
“| WALLS OVER 3000 
METERS UP IN 
EUROPEAN ALPS, 








OF COURSE | HAD | 


ITM RELYING ON fet 
THE LIGHT FROM 
AHEAD LAMP TO 














WINDSPEED 
MUST BE 
‘ABOUT 30 
METERS, THE 
WIND ALWAYS: 
BLOWS LIKE 
THAT HERE. 









































REALIZE THAT NIGHT 

1S FOR RESTING MY 

WEARIED BODY MORE 
THAN SLEEP. 


















HAMMERING 
DOWN ON THE 

















: 


ENDLESS ROCK | 5 








ge 
83 
gs 


¢ |] mippLe oF AN 








CRACKING 
SOUND 
THAT THIS 
WHOLE 
WALL IS 
GETTING 
COLDER. 





BH rue rane 
AND TAKE 
{| AtooK | 
outs. 























Ler in! Ler 
THE DAMN 
SNOW 
FREEZE SO 
HARD I CAN 
HARDLY KICK 
My CRAM= 
PONS INTO 














If HE HAS, THEN 
| BEGIN TO 


THINK ABOUT 
WHY I'M HERE 


By THAT Ive BEEN 
A cumeine THe 








|} 'MNor 


HERE TO 








I'VE COME 
HERE TO 
PROTECT 
MYSELF. 





=| FEELINGS TOGE- 
| THER WELL, BUT 





/=) BEING HERE NOW 


I CAN'T PUT MY 


MY REASON FOR 


MUST BE TO 
PROTECT SOME- 
THING..? 























OF COURSE, 
HASE PROBA- 
BLY ISN'T COU- 

NSCIOUS OF 





THIS 1S ALL 





AND HASE IS: 


TAKE THE ONE 


Pine 
THING | HAVE ft a 
‘AWAY FROM oF 










TRYING TO 


ME. 


ALL THAT 
HAVE IS 
CLIMBING 
THESE 
ROCKS. 

















| HAVE TO BE 
HERE NOW TO 
GET BACK 
THE THING 
THAT WAS 
STOLEN 
FROM ME. 























@ IS THAT MAN 


BUT THE FACT 


STOLE THE 

DEMON SLAB 

‘AWAY FROM 
ME. 
























UNLESS | 
AVOID CON- 
FRONTING 
MYSELF TOO 
DEEPLY, | 
WON'T BE ABLE 
TO OVERCOME 
THIS WALL. 





To HIM THAT 
ACT ALONE IS 
THE EQUIVA- 
LENT OF WRI- 
TING OR 
SPEAKING, 








‘A MOUNTA- 
NEER ONLY 













ILL HAVE TO 
CONTINUE THIS 
MENTALLY. 














TAM ALL 
ALONE, 





























IT'S UKE 
EVERY 
PERSON ON 
EARTH HAS. 

DIED, AND I'M 

THE ONLY 

Rig ONE LEFT, UP 

HERE ON THIS 
WALL, IN THE 
WIND. 











vy 





IF to wust 
DIED FROM 
THE FALL, 
THEN | WOUL- 
DN'T CARE. | 
WOULON'T 
HAVE TO 
SUFFER LIKE 
THIS BECAU- 
SE OF THE 




















DEFEAT. 4 
j 























\ 
y| Is THis THE 
END? 











WRITING THE WORD 
"DIE" MAKES IT SO 
vo. 





IVE BECOME MORE 


‘AH, DAMN IT. peed 


THE SkYHOOK! 

















I coup 
SEE THE 






























Bur THAT 
WASN'T ALL. THE 
ROCK WALL WAS 

BEAUTIFUL, 
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fe 


_| WouLD BE My 










A DIRECT 
ROUTE THAT 
NO ONE HAD 

EVER DONE 
BEFORE. THAT 









| BIT INTOA 
PIECE OF CHO- 
COLATE FROZEN 
HARD AS 
STONE, 
‘SWALLOWED, 


‘AND RESOLVED 


TO MAKE THE 
DIRECT CLIMB. 














{ 





BUT THAT DIDN'T | 


MAKE IT IMPOS 
SIBLE. IF IT WAS. 


TRULY AN IMPOS- | 
SIBLE WALL TO |) 
0 IT ON, THEN I } 


DON'T THINK I 

WOULD HAVE 

TRIED IT LIKE 
THIS. 




















IT FELT LIKE 
TIWAS A 
ROCK WALL. 
THAT WAS. 
MEANT TO. 
BE DIRECLY 
CLIMBED, 
































{| UrHink 1 WAS 





























BODY WEIGHT 
ON MY RIGHT f= 


FOOT, THEN IT 
SUDDENTLY 


1 VANISHED AND 
» |My Bopy was 
, | FLOATING IN 








SPACE. 














IN THAT INSTANT, | 

EXPERIENCED SIMUL- 

TANEOUS THOUGHTS ~ 

THAT ID FINALLY 

J BLOWN rr AND THAT 
THIS WAS THE END 
FOR ME. 
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it | A SHARP PAIN 
{| stor tHrou- 


| | GH My Lunes: 


WITH EACH 
| BREATH, SOME 
1) OF My LEFT 
RIBS SEEMED 








Bie 
iy t 





poet 











4 ed 

















IT WAS: 
50 COLD. 


‘THE COLD 
SEEMED 
TO HAVE 

WOKEN ME. 








| PASSED 


THAT FOUR 
HOURS 
HAD 


SINCE f 
FALLEN. 











z OO ae 


A 
3 
* 


ie 

















AND MY ICE 


HAMMER 


AND ICE AXE|) 7 |: 
HAD BOTH fi. 


FALLEN 
‘SOMEWHERE 
AND DISA- 
PPEARED. 
































THERE WAS NO 
FEELING IN MY 
LEFT LEG, MY 


‘SEEM LIKE MY 
OWN ARM, MosT 
FRIGHTENING, | 
DIDN'T EVEN 





























7 


BROKEN RIBS. 
My LEFT ARM |. 
AND LEFT LEG 
"| Don't work. 
















































HAVE Cow. 
NOTHING 
To PROTECT |\ 



























Bur iF! 


cen 


PROBABLY 
FALL 





BUT ONCE! 
STARTED ON IT, 
MY FEELINGS 
CALMED AND | 
FELT AT EASE. 

















| WAS PROBABLY 
AFRAID THAT EVEN- | 
TUALLY, FROM BELOW ff 
My FEET | WOULD SEE 
HASE'S FACE LOOKING 
UP AT ME. 














My MIND 
IS BLANK. 





















IT SEEMS 
I'VE RUN 
OUT OF 

THINGS TO 










WHEN | 
REMEMBER, 
I PICK UP 




















ht | WRITING IN THE 
DARK, | WONDER, 
WHAT THE HELL 





EVEN BE LEGIB- 


IT WILL LOOK 
UE. WILL IT 


Le? 










THE STARS 
ARE AMA~ 








| How MUCH TIME HAS |i 


I'M AFRAID TO LOOK 
‘AT MY WATCH. 





IF IT WAS, I 
WOULD HAVE 
DIED AN HOUR 
AGO. 





AT THE END 
OF THE LES- 
CHAUX GLA- 


I WONDER IF 
THERE ARE 
HOUSES OUT 


























THEY'RE HALLU- 



































AT FIRST, STILL 
HANGING, O 
GROPED WITH 
My ARM AND 
LEG INTO THE 
EMPTY AIR IN 
THE OPPOSITE 
DIRECTION OF 
THE ROCK WALL. 





WOULD BE 
\|No COMING 

















Not WAN- 
TING TO DIE 





usr eer FI ieee 


| THINKING THAT" Mu TRY 
THIS WILL BE bn. ne cumeInc |] 
THE GREATEST . af . By THE 
‘CLIMB OF MY 4 MORNING, 
ure. Focus = E : WITH ALL 
(ON THE IMAGE 7 
(OF LIVING. J 
(JUST THAT. 




















kiss 
HANGING 
IN THE AIR 
OVER 
THERE, 
LOOKING AT 
ME. 























THE SAME 


| way He 


WAS THE 

LAST TIME. 
Wit 

BLOOD ON +} 


























I'M STILL IN 
THE MIDDLE 
OF CLIM- 
BING Jo- 
RASSES. 


I WANT TO. 
JOIN YOU, 1 
WANT TO BE 
THERE T00, 

BUT... 




















WHEN | ABSO- 
LUTELY HAVE No] 
CHOICE BUT TO 
GO, YOU CAN 
BE SURE ILL 
JOIN YOU. 








LET ME GIVE 
IT ALL I CAN 




















LET ME 
FINISH IT. 
























IVE BEEN 
STUCK ON NO- 
THING BUT THE 

ROCKS AND 


CUMBINE FOR f 














I KNOW 
THAT ALL 
HAVE ARE 
THE 
MOUN- 




















TOMORROW. 
YOU'LL SEE! 











YOU TRY TO 
REMEMBER 


RIGHT NOW. 





























Srey 


ip 


t 


gi die 
i 
hos 






























































Bir By BIT, 
VE MUM 
TERS OR A 
PA) cennmerer ||." 
“/F) each Tme, 1 | 
{4 cumeeo oy 
SLIDING UP 


THE MAIN 























































































































































































































aimee) 
aAiifige (2 
Te ee 


= ae 


| STARTED 
CLIMBING IN 





: 





‘AND WHEN 
I MADE IT, 

























































| BOILED WATER 
FROM SNOW, 
THE PUT IN MY 
REMAINING 
“| cHocoLate Ano {] 


IT WAS MUCH 
AS POSSIBLE 
4 AND DRANK IT. 




























BUT I'D REALLY 
ONLY BEEN 
GIVEN REPRIEVE 
TO LIVE ONE 
MORE NIGHT, 
OR ~ DEPEN- 
DING ON THE 
CONDITIONS ~ 
=| A Few Hours. 











| DRANK 
PLENTY OF 
HoT WATER, 

BUT NO 

ENERGY 





























EVERYTHING | 
HAD IN ME 
THESE PAST 
TWENTY 
YEARS | USED 

uP COMPLETE- fa 
Ly IN THIS 
ONE DAY. 


























WHAT fD 
GAINED FROM 
IT WAS THE 
RIGHT TO LIVE 
ONE MORE 


IT WASN'T 
THINGS YOU 


COULD DESCRIBE | 


WITH WORDS, 
LIKE "ENERGY" 
OR “STRENGTH”. 
0 USED UP 
EVERYTHING 
THAT CAN'T BE 
EXPRESSED FOR 
THIS CLIMB. 








I won't say 
H WAS IT WAS 
#) GOD OR LUCK 
(OR ANYTHING 
UKE THAT. 


1 Won THAT 
RIGHT 
wrsetr 
MW Gi) 
NUnit 





Ubi, 
Bi Ny 
% 


INNO TIME, | 
ITWAS e 


NIGHT. 































































| DOZED OFF A 
UTTLE, BUT 
You COULDN'T | 
CALL IT SLEEP. 









































KISHI OR EVEN 
tro wouLD 

)| SHOW UP AND 

CALL OUT 

-| TELLING ME TO 

SWITCH TO THE 

LEAD POSITION. 





























I'D ANSWER 
WHILE | CLIM- 














BECAUSE! 


HEAD THOSE 


voices 
COMING 
OUT OF THE 
EMPTY 
EXPOSED 





























THE WIND 
BECAME SO 
‘STRONG, IT 

FEELS LIKE 

I'S GOING 

10 BLOW 


THE WHOLE 
TARP AWAY. 





















































HASE, WHO 


1S GOING TO . fi rs PPORT TEAI 
MEONE DOES at 3 gible 
arevet | er ie A 80 17'S NOT 

"| THs cume, ‘ 5 es UKE ANYONE'S 


AND IF $0- 


| owa scour ff] MUL PROABLY 


FROM HIS z , THE EFFORT TO 
‘SUPPORT LOOK FOR ME, 
































I pont Have 147 

THE ENERGY 

TO GO BACK 
OUT THERE 

AND FIX IT. | 
CAN'T D0 
ANYTHING 

ANY MORE. | 

DON'T WANT 

10. 






































CLOSE TO 
AND HOUR TO 


\| SECURE MY 


BODY TO THE 
ROCK. 


























NIGHT HAS 





Cow. So |. 
veRY COLD. |) 


STILL ONLY 7), 
|JusT BEGUN. |. 
2 ‘ 

















3) BEING COVERED UP WITH 


‘THE SLEEPING BAG AND 
‘TARP MAKES IT BETTER 
THAN YESTERDAY, BUT 

CONSIDERING THE WIND, 

17'S ALL THE SAME 


<| WITH MY LOSS OF STRENG- 
TH, My SITUATION IS GET- 


TING WORSE, 














WHEN | THINK 
‘ABOUT SPEN- 
DING ANOTHER, 
ONE OF THOSE 
MIND-NUMBING 
NIGHTS, | LOSE 
HOPE. 

















I'VE BEEN SEEING 
‘THE PROCESSION 
FOR A WHILE. 


A THRONG OF 
PEOPLE WALKING, 
WEARING WHITE 
KIMONOS. 





WHEN | 
THOUGH TO 
ASK WHERE 
THEY WERE 

GOING, ONE IN 
THE PROCES- 
SION TURNED 
IN MY DIREC~ 





| KNOW FOR CERTAIN 
HOW VERY AFRAID 
10 BE IF | ASKED 











HALLUCINATION. 
IF 1 TALK TO AN 
ILLUSION THEM 

TLL END UP 
| LOST IN IT T00. 






































I'S LIKE THERE'S 
TONS OF SAND 
PACKED INTO MY 
HAIR. 


‘SOMETHING HARD 
GOES UNDER MY 
FINGERNAILS. 

















| LOST My HELMET 
SOMEWHERE TOO. 
YESTERDAY WHEN 
| FELL, | MUST HAVE 
HIT My HEAD $0- 
MEWHERE. 























LOOKING 
Att 
SEE IT 
WAS 
DRIED 

BLOOD. 















































KISHIS BEEN 
TUGGING ON MY 
SLEEVE FOR A 
WHILE. 


HE'S TRYING TO 
PULL MY HAND. 























Bur STILL t 
FEEL IT'S 


Nor quite 


RIGHT. 





ARE YOU 











SUCH A SAD 
FACE. 










Don't Make [-} 

















WAIT. 


JUST A BiT 
LONGER 
















<Q] | DON'T KNOW IF 





IT WAS OUT LOUD 
OR IN MY HEAD, 






































IF I's JUST 
THE WIND 
THAT'S 
PULLING 
































| You can't 
BITE 
THROUGH 


APITON 


coLD. 

















mars 50 |] = 








IF YOU CAN 
WAT JUST A 
BIT LONGER, 

A (LL COME To 































Li we SS 






ONLY, 
FALLING 


DELIBERA- {i 


TELY - 
THAT 
CANT 00, 





I'm GOING 
TO KEEP 
GOING TILL | 


FALL. | HAVE | » 


























| SWEAR I'M NOT 
TRYING TO FIND 
HAPPINESS JUST 
FOR MYSELF. 














2 RS 
| AU rior? tm Nor 
THAT'S THE THINKING 
ONLY THING ABOUT 
1. CAN PRO- TRYING TO 
MISE. rin Peace || 
OF MIND. 
































ICANT 
STOP 


rans, || Cuma | 
[| S0 vow} 
WORRY, 


























IF YOU CAN 
CLIMB THAT 
FAR, EVEN 
BAD STUFF 
TASTES 
Goon. 




















THERE WAS |” 
‘A CRACK 
WHERE | 

CRIED. THAT 
MUST BE 

THE PLACE, | 

THINK, 


























THAT ARE 
INEDIBLE. 








REMEMBER TO 
EAT WELL. IF IT'S 
FROM THE CE- 
|) LESTIAL BODIES, 























er ead 


33 





















































WHAT THE 
HELL DID 1 
COME 
OUT HERE 
FOR? 








WHEN THE 
CHOPPER 
/ | RESCUED ME 
AND FLEW 
Ac or Te 
JORASSES, | 
4] sep Tears. 





































Dip | COME 
ALL THIS 
Way Just 
TO MEET 
WITH THIS 
DIGASTER? 


























CHAPTER 11 
THE PAST 























ITWAS A 
BLOOD- 
CURDLING 
ACCOUNT. 





























IT WAS 
AN IN- 
CREDIBLE 








,,| INFROST- 











HABU HAD 
WRITTEN 
THIS DIARY 
IN THE 
DARK IN 
ORDER TO 
‘SURVIVE. 














HOLDING 
HIS PEN 


BITTEN 


RIGHT 
HAND. 

















- fb Be 
“y_BUTITWASNT» 
# 4 THE HELICOPTER 


ADVANCE TEAM 
WHICH HAD COME TO= 
EXAMINE THE CONDI- 
TIONS ON THE ROCK 


NATURALLY 

“Se HAVE EXPEC- 

. TED HIM TO * 
Nye BE. 











HABU WAS RESCUED BY 
A HELICOPTER OFF A 
ROCK SHELF HE'D CLIM- 
BED TO, JUST PAST THE 
REBUFFAT CRACK. 





HE RETURNED 
TO THE REFUGE BUT! 

DE LESCHAUX “\|| CAN'T SEE 
‘AND INFORMED 
THE MANAGER 


AND HASE. 

















Z 






THERE HE \ | 
IS! THERE! \ 








BINOCULARS, THEY 
“FINALLY SPOTTED “ 
HABU'S TINY, ©. “}. 













'; CROUCHING &%, | 

(FIGURE IN THE ee 

SY". SHADOWS OF THE \ \\ AY 
4 ROCKS AND %:," Mos 
‘ \ 





WNW. CALLED THE °S 
‘ NS RESCUE SERVICES. 


hg 











BUT, EVEN WHEN 
THE HELICOPTER / 


FACE DOWN * 

AGAIN AS IF 
py HED ONLY > 
NA SEE AN (4 \*6 
YY Te HALLUCINA--—| 
sim TION. 2 













* | 
I WHEN HE LIFTED HIS | / 
Yempiore=—=" ~~ FACE THE THIRD TIME, |) 


HABU FINALLY REALI 
ZED THAT THE HELI- 












© MULTIPLE FRACTU- 
RES IN THE UPPER 
LEFT ARM, THREE 
BROKEN RIBS, | 
BROKEN FEMUR,IN 
THE LEFT LEG. 





fi CONTUSIONS / bee 
SMALL GINGER AND 7? !¥ OVER THE 
RING FINGER OF THE “1.” WHOLE BODY, 
LEFT HAND FROSTBIT- 
/ TEN, AS WELL AS THE 2 
|) MIDDLE AND PINKY 
FINGERS. THESE 


FOUR FINGERS WERE ~~ Z 7 “9 
<= AMPUTATED IN A , © INJURIES FROM 
}, 2s CIRURGY. 4, CONTUSIONS TO 































THIS WAS AN ACHIEVE- z = ase 
MENT UNPARALLELED ‘gg. a YET DESPITE HAVING AN 
IN EUROPEAN MOUN- : “ACCIDENT THAT CAUSED wis 
TAINEERING HISTORY. SUCH INJURIES, HE PULLED | 4 8 05%, 
ee’ .. OFF A SOLO CLIMB OF “%@ «) 
TWENTY-FIVE METERS WITH “© 





ONLY ONE ARM AND ONE ¢ 
LEG. WHAT'S MORE, HE'D. > 
SPENT TWO NIGHTS IN A 
BIVOUAC IN THE MIDDLE OF 
WINTER AT AN ELEVATION 
OF OVER 2000 METERS... 














/ 
ITS AN IN- 
CREDIBLY 
VALUABLE 

THING. 


















HOW DID YOU 
END UP WITH 
THIS DIARY, 
MISS KISHI? 











GET IT 


DIRECTLY 
FROM HIM? 











HE GAVE 
ITTO 
YOu? 








{ABOUT A 
[| MONTH AFTER 
HABU RETUR- 


NED TO JAPAN, 


HE BROUGHT 
THE JOURNAL TO 
ME. 























ra 


| PLEASE 
| ACCEPT THIS? 




















—SJ 


| I'D LIKE 
YOU TO YI 
Have IT. |} 


























1h ee 


"i 
Hi) |) aerone f COULD i 
SAY ANYTHING. 

















/ __ INREADING ITI 


FINALLY UNDERSTOOD 
THE SUFFERING HABU 
PUT HIMSELF THROU- 
GH OVER MY BRO- 
THER'S DEATH. 


























x 
“K ex 
4 Yes, 
Ea 
[Ry 
¢ Vhs 
Ve ecy oss 
oe! | IN HIS HEART, 
f HABU... 
&, 
) 
i, ca CF aN 
y eas 22 
[WAS ALWAYS 
HAVING A CON- 
VERSATION LIKE 
THE ONE IN 
ay. 


THIS DOUEN AE 














/ WHENEVER 
/ HE WENT TO 
THE MOUN- 
TAINS, OR 
ANYWHE- 
RE. 


/ 
/ 








| FINALLY UN- 
DERSTOOD 
SOMETHING 


PLUS... 












YES. THERE 
WAS ONLY A 
LETTER WITH 


ae 
N =>) 
ony \ 





ANDIT sh TIME... 
HAD THE } 
WORDS | 2 
"PLEASE 3S 
PERSEVERE" » 


IS THE FIRST | hy 







SOMEONE my 
STARTED BRO- 
‘SENDING ME 

























THE HANDWRI- 
TING ON THE 
LETTER AND IN 
THE NOTEBOOK 
WERE THE 
SAME. 


i. er 





CKWORK ID | 















FOR THREE 
YEARS AFTER 
MY BROTHER 
DIED... 


THAT MONEY 

WAS ALWAYS 

SENT TO ME 
WITHOUT EVER 
MISSING A 














/ AFTER! 
READ THE 
<<] NOTEBOOK, 





























é - 4, THE NEXT 
} \ or ; 
§ A i 2%: Be f 
hep WENT TO | 
ERE SEE HABU. 


















ALMOST NATU- 
RALLY... BECAME 
INVOLVED. 





























bh ABOUT SIX 


| MONTHS 
| AFTER RETUR- 






"alien 
a 
OUR RELA- \ 








HABU DISA-| NING FROM \ 
PPEARED \ THE HIMA- TIONSHIP 
FROM i zs CONTINUED 
| FOR ALMOST 
ae | 7 \ SIX YEARS... / 


/ UNTIL THAT \ 
/  INCIDENTE IN 
THE HIMA- 






































1 DONT 
KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED 
AFTER THAT. 


1 CAN ONLY BELIE- 
VE THAT, EVEN 
KNOW HABU IS 
STILL IN NEPAL. 





BUT STILL, UNTIL 
THREE YEARS AGO, 
EACH AND EVERY 
MONTH | RECEIVED 
10,000 YEN FROM 
NEPAL. 

































UNLESS HE LEFT 


Fil NEPAL FOR SOME 





/ OF COURSE, 
] THE VALUE OF 
NEPALESE 
MONEY IS EX- 
TREMELY DIFE- 
RENTE THAN 





DO YOU THINK 
THATS WHY 
HE HAD TO 

GIVE UP SEN- 

DING IT? 








| LEARNED THAT 
YOU WERE SEAR- 
CHING FOR HABU, 
MR. FUKAMACHI. 


















| THOUGHT \ 


MAYBE | p 
OUGHT TO 
GOTO 
NEPAL 
MYSELF AND 
SEE. 











YOU MET HABU 


IN NEPAL, DIDN'T 


You? 





TELL ME ALL 
YOU KNOW? 















CAN YOU 
TELL ME SO- 
METHING, 
MR. FUKAMA- 
CHI? 






















FUKAMA- 
CHI TOLD 
RYOKO 


WHOLE 
STORY IN 
DETAIL 
ABOUT 
NEPAL. 








KISHI THE |” 






























EVEN IF 
HE DION'T 
TOUCH 
ON WHE- 
THER OR 
NOT THE 


>| CAMERA 


ACTUALLY 
BELON- 
GED TO 


|] MALLORY, 
} HE COUL- 


ONT TELL 
THE TALE 
WITHOUT 
MENTIO- 
NING IT. 































FUKAMA- 
CHI MADE 
UP HIS: 
MIND. 
THERE WAS 
NO MORE § 
REASON 
TO HESITA- 
TE. 
























<I 












WITHOUT A AFTER 

DOUBT, THAT HEARING 
MAN WAS JOUJI || I'M ABSO- YOUR 
LUTELY STORY, 





CERTAIN. 













ait 


| SAW THE MISSING 
PINKY AND RING 
| FINGER ON HIS LEFT 
\ 
THERE CAN'T BE ANY HAND WITH MY OWN 


DOUBT THAT JOUJ! EYES. / 
HABU IS IN NEPAL ¢ 
RIGHT NOW, CAN 

THERE? 








BUT... WHERE IS HE 
IN NEPAL? AND 
WHY IS HE THERE? 











AL 




























































BETWEEN ASSIGN- 
MENTS, FUKAMACHI 
HABITUALLY CONTI- 
NUED HIS INVESTI- 
GATIONS INTO 
JOUJI HABU. 









FUKAMACHI 
BECAME 


=| AWARE THAT, Lait 


BY ABSOR- 


HE WAS. 
TRYING TO 
ESCAPE SO- 
METHING. 














| 








ASK 
QUES- 
TIONS 
ABOUT 
SOME- 
THING 

BEYOND 

SAYING - 

HE WAS 


TRYING TO 


BLAME 
THE PAST. 











f TRYING TO 






RUN AWAY 
FROM THE 
DANGLING 
UNRESOL- 
VED CON- 
CLUSION IN 
THE AIR 
BETWEEN 
THEM. 
















DID HE 
REALLY LOVE 
KAYOKO?, 



























{ ITS BEEN 
AWHILE. 


SEGAWA 
| GUESS = C v Ne Ne 

| YOU'VE BEEN zs 

{ “Busy as | ANSWER To 

| USUAL, y : f 1 THAT QUES- 

\ RIGHT? . I TION. 

\ 





















ITS TOO 
BAD. 








7 
/ YOU'LL KEEP 
GOING, WON'T 
YOU? MOUN- 


oven” ! 












I'M SAYING 
WE SHOULD 
STOP SEEING 
EACH OTHER. 














YOU KEEP IF WE KEEP GOING 
SAYING YOU — ON LIKE THIS, IT 
LIKE ME SO 2 WON'T MAKE 
THAT YOU y f ANYONE HAPPY. 
CAN HURT / 
ME. 


NOT YOU, 
NOT ME. 

















THAT WOULD || I'D RATHER 
MAKE LIFE YOU SAID 
EASIER FOR YOU'LL 
BOTH OF US. NEVER 
FORGIVE 
ME. 























ONCE AGAIN HE WAS 
TRYING TO PLAY A 
HOLLOW GAME WI-. 

THOUT ANY WIN- 
NERS. 


= THISSI- 
TUATION'S 
NOT 


WORKING. 


WE'RE AL- 
READY 


FINISHED. 











EARLIER HIS 
FRIEND, NO- 
RIAKI 
KAKURA, 
HAD DIED. 















7A QUESTION WITH "\. 


‘NO ANSWER, A MAZE 




















CHAPTER 12 


THE MOUNTAIN 
OF ILLUSIONS 








THE MALE WHO 
STOLE KAYOKO, 




















WOULD 
TAKE ANY 
ASSIGN- 

MENT 
YOU 
GAVE 


>| HIM, BUT 
<4) His PRE- 


FERRED 


SUBJECT 
WAS OU- 
TDOOR 
PURSIO- 
18. 
























WORK AS 
WELL, THE 
TWO HAD 
GONE TO 
THE NOR- 

THERN ALPS: 


TOGETHER 


SEVERAL 













AND HAD 
GONE TO 











PEAK FREAK, 
AND ITS NOT 
LIKE HE HAD 
ANY PARTICU- 
LAR AMBI- 
TIONS ABOUT 
MAKING HIS- 
TORY AS THE 
FIRST TO 
REACH A 
SUMMIT. 











HE WASN'T A. 






















KAKURA'S MOUNTAI- 
NEERING STYLE 
WAS FUN, AND WI- 
THOUT PRESSURE. |: 


HE TACKLED CLIMBS 
THAT SUITED HIS 
COMFORT LEVEL. i) 




















ONCE THEY 
ASKED 
KAYOKO. 

| ALONG AND 


THE THREE 
OF THEM 
CLIMBED TO 
HODAKA 
FROM KA- 
MIKOCHI. 









RELA- 
TIONSHIP 























BEFORE LONG, |” 
KAYOKO HAD 
BEGUN TO AVOID 
HIM. 





























WAS WHEN HE 
BEGAN TO DEVE- 
LOP PARANOID 
SUSPICIONS 
ABOUT KAYOKO 
‘AND KAKURA. 























SINCE | FIRST 
MET YOU, 
RIGHT? 





















FUKAMACHI }|| YEARS 
THOUGHT a, | LATER, 


WHEN, IN 
THIS FALL 
Two 







SUGGES- | 
TED THEY 
GO FOR 
DRINKS... 

















NO PICNIC, 


I.CAN TELL 











IT WAS ON 
THE MANAS- 
LU EXPEDI- 























~4 HOW MUCH 


S| DIDN'T MAKE 


NO MATTER 


FUKAMACHI 
DRUNK. HE 
BECAME 
TACITURN 
BUT KAKURA 
MADE UP 
FOR HIM 
TEN-FOLD. 














WE TALKED 
LOTS IN THE 
CAMP, HUH? 


THEN | LEARNED 
WE WERE THE 
SAME AGE AND 
HAD GONE TO THE 
SAME UNIVERSITY. 




















\e 











SA 












a TAs. ay 
al 


J tnar y 
7 wwe 1 you ano } 


“| BECOME 4, KAYOKO... 5 
\ INVOLVED. J 





























I WANTED TO 
TELL YOU 


SOONER, 
BUT... 
. 
7 4 











* | HADNT 
EVEN 
THOUGHT 

ABOUT 


OUR RELATIONSHIP 
SUITS ME FINE AS 














SO WHY KAYOKO HAD 
HAD SHE BEEN THAT 
DECIDED TO FIRMLY 
MARRY AGAINST 


KAKURA...? MARRIAGE... 







































THAT WAS 
WHEN 
THAT TALK 
ABOUT 
EVEREST 
CAME UP, 
AND HE 
RESOLVED 
TO GO. 
















THAT DAY 
BEGAN A 
| LONG PERIOD 
OF HURT FOR 
FUKAMACHI 
WHEN EVEN 
BREATHING 
SEEMED EX- 
CRUCIATING. 



































NORIAKI 
KAKURA 
DIED IN THE 
| SNOWS OF 
,| ICHINOKU- 





BUT, SIX 
MONTHS: 
BEFORE 
FUKAMA- 
































anata 















WE 
SHOULD 
CANCEL... 









SHOULD 
‘STOP THIS. 





THE RESER-' 


VATION AT 


THE 4 id 

















¥% I THINK YOU 
IM NOT —. re a REALIZE IT 
am P Too. 
TRYING 10 gf Nesld 
HURT YOU / 


HERE. 











DOING THIS: 
S01 CAN FIND 
ANY PARTICU- 














IF HE COULD 


ADMIT THAT, 
IT WOULD 
PUT BOTH 
HIM AND 
KAYOKO AT 

EASE. 


THE RELA- 
TIONSHIP 
BETWEEN 
HIM AND 
KAYOKO 
WAS OVER. 








HE THOUGHT 
THAT WOULD 
BE HIS OWN 
SELFISH AT- 
TEMPT TO 
ESCAPE. HE 
HAD TROUBLE 
PUTTING A 
NAME TO HIS: 
MISERABLE 
EMOTIONS. 


FUKAMA- 
CHI STILL 


| COULDNT. 

















YOU KEEP 
SAYING YOU 
CARE ABOUT 

ME... 






SO THAT YOU 
CAN HURT ME. 














KAYOKO'S 
WORDS 
PERCED HIS. 
CHEST LIKE A 
PEACE OF 
HOT, RUSTED 
METAL. 























JUST 
WHAT 
KIND OF 
STATE 


4 WouLD 


HE BE IN 
Now? 






































THOUGHTS [ite 


THAT CAME 
WHEN YOU 
LOOKED UP 
TO THE 
PEAK FELT 
AS IF THEY 
WOULD 
CRUSH 
YOUR 
CHEST. 








HE WOULD 


BE GOING 


TOA 
WORLD 
WITHOUT 
SUCH 
EMOTIONS. 
















AS LONG AS PERHAPS, IN 


HEWAS PURSUING 
CHASING HABU NOW, 
THAT WAS 
WHAT HE 
WAS DOING. | - 
























BUT WHAT 
WASN'T 
OVER? 




























HIS CON- 
NECTION 
TO THE 
MOUN- 
TAINS? 
























BUT 
PERHAPS 
THAT WAS AN 
ILLUSORY 
MOUNTAIN 
‘SUMMIT... A 
MOUNTAIN 
SUMMIT 
THAT DOES 
NOT EXIST IN § 
THIS: 




















IS ONE 


I-THIS 
HELL OF A TRUE 
STORY, MAN! | 


TH 











FUKAMACHI 

TOLD MIYA- 
GAWA FROM 
SAKUYUSHA 

PRESS ALL 
ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENED IN 








NEPAL. 





















FUKAMA- 
CHI WAS 
INTEN- 
DING TO 
GO BACK 
TO NEPAL. 
ONCE 


























ITWAS 
POSSIBLE 





UNBELIE- 
VABLE! 


WORK, HE'D 
GET HELP 
WITH THE 
EXPENSES. THATS WHY | 
CALLED YOU FROM 
KATHMANDU TO 
ASK ABOUT THAT 





CAMERA MODEL. 





NO BIGGER 
SCOOP FOR 
THE CLIM- 
BING MAGA- 











YOU WON'T 
TELL ANYBODY 
ELSE ABOUT 
THIS, RIGHT? 





COVER ALL ALL RIGHT, 
OF YOUR \ PLL HELP. 
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[ THIS IS A SECRET 
JUST BETWEEN YOU 
AND ME. ILL KEEP IF 
QUIET INSIDE THE 
COMPANY FOR A 
WHILE AS WELL. 











IF WE TALK, 
THEN ITS 
SURE TO 
LEAK OUT 

SOMEWHERE. 





YOU LOOK 


EXCITED. 
YOU THINK 
1CAN 
JUST SIT : ee 


STILL? 






WELL, 
OBvIOUS- 











IF WE DO THIS RIGHT, 
WE MAY BE ABLE TO 
SOLVE THE MYSTERY 
OF WHETHER MALLORY 
WAS THE FIRST TO 
REACH THE SUMMIT OR 
NOT! 
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‘4 
/ 





INEED TO D0 A 
LITTLE MORE 
RESEARCH 
ABOUT HABU 
HERE BEFORE | 















YEAH, ID 
/ BUT FINDING en 
THAT MAN We sed Otay 
THOUT ANY 












AND THE 4 
NexT YEAR ‘eS AFTER THE 1485 
HE WENT EXPEDITION TO 
STRAIGHT | THE HIMALAYAS, 
BackTO HABU BRIEFLY 
NEPAL Lame 4 RETURNED TO 


ABOUT WHAT 
KIND OF 
PERSON 

JOUJI HABU 














MM. BUIT I 
DON'T KNOW 
PRECISELY 


YOU MEAN, 
WITH THAT 


e q| INCIDENT 
AT ANY RATE, IT FREAD THATS 
FEELS TO ME LIKE ae? 2 Y| Always 
THE KEY IS IN t W, TALKED 
THAT 1925 HIMA- : b ABOUT? 
LAYAN EXPEDI- 
TION. 


I'M THINKING MAYBE 
SOMETHING MUST 
HAVE HAPPENED 
DURING THAT HIMA- 
LAYAN EXPEDITION 
THE YEAR BEFORE. 

















AN EXPED- 
TION WITH 
THE AIM OF 
TAKING AN 
UNTROD- 
DEN ROUTE 
TO THE 
SUMMIT 
FROM THE 
SOUTH 


WEST FACE |" 


IN WINTER. 


























THE 
TOKYO 
MOUNTAI- 


NEERING | 


SOCIETY 





4 THE EXPE- 
DITION 

| CONsis- 
TED OF 

{| MOUNTAI- 
NEERS 

|| FROM SE- 


DIFFERENT 
SOCIE- 








TOP CLMBERS 
FROM UNIVERSI- 
TY MOUNTAI- 
NEERING 
CLUBS, OLD 
ALUMBI AND 
OTHER CLIM- 
BING SOCIETIES 
WERE BROUGHT 
TOGETHER. 


THEY GOT 
BACKING 
FROM A 
MAJOR 
NEWSPA- 
PER 
ACTING AS 
THEIR 
SPONSOR. 








PART OF ff 
HABU'S 
DESTINY - jf 
TSUNEO 
HAGE. 

















HABU'S MOUN- 
TAINEERING 
SKILLS ARE 

WITHOUT 
EQUAL. 


HE COULD BE 
THE ULTIMATE 
STRATEGIC 

STENGTH. 



















ve 


THIS IS A 
TEAM OF 
PEOPLE WHO 
ALL HAVE 
THEIR OWN 
PARTICULAR 


HMMM... I'M. 
VERY HESI- 

















IN THE SE- 
I) LECTION 
COMMITTEE 
FOR THE 
TEAM WAS 
KOICHIRO 
4) ITO OF THE 
SEIFUU 
MOUNTAI- 
NEERING 
SOCIETY. 





















| BELIEVE 
THERE WOULD 
BE NO PRO- 
BLEM AT ALL. 







HIS SURVIVING TWO 
DAYS IN A BIVOUAC 
ON A ROCK WALL ON 
THE GRANDES JO- 
RASSES IS PROOF 
ENOUGH OF THAT. 






THINK THE- 

RE'S A PRO- 
BLEM WITH 
HIS AGE? 


NO, HE'S FINE IN 
TERMS OF PHUSICAL 
STRENGTH, HABU IS 
EQUAL TO SOMEONE 

IN THEIR EARLY. 











HABU WOULD BE A 
GREAT STRATEGIC 
RESOURCE IN SUC- 
CESSFULLY REA- 
CHING THE SUMMIT. 








| GUARANTEE 
YOU... 

















TSUNE 
OHASE 
WAS 38. 











AT THIS: 
TIME... 








Ms 
Py 
a 
= 
= 
3 
9. 
a 


SUMMIT 
8850 m 


YELLOW 
BAND 


es 
SewLe, 
era 


















































































































































































































































(WELL, EVEN IF HABU DIDN'T WALK ON 
‘THE SUMMIT HIMSELF, | FELT HE 
WOULD BE A MAJOR STRATEGIC FORCE 
IN OUR SUCCESS IN MAKING IT. 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SUNN) | 
~~ 





Z Wert! 











CHAPTER 14 








THATS WHEN 
HABU DISAPPE- 
ARED FROM 


‘AND NO ONE 

HAS KNOWN 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
HIS WHEREABOUTS 

SINCE THEN. 


e THATS THAT IS, UNTIL 

ABOUT YOU MET HIM 

F{ RIGHT. IN KATHMANDU, 
= RIGHT.2 











IN ALL OF 
My INVESTI- 
GATIONS 
INTO HABU... 


THERE'S ONE 
THING THAT 
ALWAYS: 

TURNS UP. 





























TSUNEO HASE 
WHO DIED 



















IT FEELS LIKE 






THEY HAD 

HE YEAR 
‘SOME KIND 
oe uioes BEFORE LAST? 


DESTINY. 











UKE LIGHT 
‘AND DARK. 


WHEREVER HASE WAS, 
HABU WAS... AND 
UKEWISE WHERE 

HABU WAS, THERE 
WAS HAGE. 





INOUE, WHO 
DID THE DEMON 
IF HABUS ALIVE, SLAB WITH HIM, 
THEN HES DEFINI- SAID THAT... IF THATS THE CASE, 
TELY STILL ACTIVELY THEN DO YOU HAVE 


(MOUNTAINEERING. a ANY IDEIA WHAT | 


HABU WAS DOING... | 


THE DEMONIC THING 
THAT POSSESSES HABU 
WOULD PROBABLY 


NEVER LET 
HIM GIVE UP 
‘THE MOUNTAINS. 


nA 


“THE DEPTH OF 
SOLITARY CLIM- 
BING." 
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salt 


ae 
fCLIMBING THE 
(GRANDES 






























TSUNEO HASE 
‘SUCCEEDED IN 
‘ASOLO WIN- 





TER CLIMB TO 
THE SUMMIT 
FACE OF THE 


GRANDES 
JORASSES. 


(OF THE NORTH 














THIS FIRST 
SOLO WINTER 
CLIMB OF THE 

LAST THREE 

GREAT NORTH 








TSUNEO 











CHE ON K2 IN 
THE KARAKO- 
RAM RANGE, 





IN AN AVALAN- | 

















IN IT, HE 
DESCRIBED 
‘THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES OF 
THE INCIDENTE 


+) IN VIVID DETAIL. 





4 10 kz ALONG 






















IN A BACK ISSUE 

(OF THE MOUNT- 
AINEERING MAGA- 
ZINE *MOUNTAIN- 
VIEW", FUKAMA- 


INTERVIEW 
WITH ONE 
SHUSUKE 
KITAHAMA, 
WHO WAS 

‘A CAMERAMAN 
WITH THE FILM 
CREW THAT 
TRAVELLED 


WITH HASE. 





























LOCATED ON 
THE EDGE OF 
PAKISTANS 
NORTH-EAST, 
IT IG THE 
SECOND 
HIGHEST 
PEAK IN 
















‘THE WORLD. 











IT BECAME 
‘THE MOUN- 
TAINS FOR- 
MAL NAME, 











"Ko" IS AN 
‘ACRONYM 
MEANING 
“KARAKO- 


RAM NUM- 


BER 2", 





= 








‘AND BEAUTIFUL 
8000-METER 


EVEREST 
INIa8s, 
THIS WAS. 
TSUNEO 
HASES 
‘SECOND 2000- 
METER-PEAK 
CHALLENGE. 





HIS TEM-MAN f 
JAPANESE 
‘SUPPORT 
TEAM SET UP 
THE BASE CAMP 
‘AT THE 5400- 








AS. AN 


‘MOUNTA- 
INEER. 





‘SPLENDID 


EVEREST. 








WAS THE 
CONDITION 
HE IMPOSED 
ON HIMSELF 

FOR THIS 

CHALLENGE. 











‘THE CONFI- 
DENCE FROM 
EVEREST, 
HASE HAD 
CHOSEN 
TODOA 


SOLO CLIMB. 


TO THE 
‘SUMMIT OF 
k2 WITHOUT 

OXYGEN. 





‘ONE OF THE 
CONDITIONS 
OF A SUCCE- 
SSFUL SOLO 
SUMMIT 


UP, YOU CANT 
RECEIVE ANY 
COOPERATION 


HASE WOULD 
HAVE TO CARRY 
HASEAND | od)! UP EVERYTHING 
THE SUPPORT |; \ en FOR HIS OWN 
TEAM WOULD CAMPS WITH 
HIS OWN 





ke MUST BE 
TELLING ME 

TO HURRY UP cl 

‘AND COME TO = THE MOUNTAIN 
DO ITTHS SAID, Rem UKES YOU. 
HASE SET OUT 

FROM THE BASE 

CAMP QUIETLY.. 


‘YOU ALMOST 
NEVER SEE 
FAVORABLE 
WEATHER 

LAST LIKE THIS. 











IN ORDER 
TO ADAPT 
TO THE 








SECOND TIME 
TO k2, TWICE 
‘AND | KNEW 


BASE CAMP 
AND Cl. 


1 COULDNT 
BELIEVE IT. 


HONESTLY... 
EVEN NOW, 
STILL CANT 
BELIEVE IT. 








IT WASNT LIKE 


THERE WAS A 
LAYER OF FRESH 
SNOW ON TOP, 

‘THE SNOW WAS 
HARD AND COMP- 
ACTED - SO MUCH 
‘$0 HE DIDNT EVEN 
NEED TO CLEAR 
ANY OF IT. 


‘THE SLOPE WAS 
GENTLE, IT WAS 
COLD, WED HAD 
SEVERAL DAYS 
OF CONTINUOUS 














IT SHOULD 
HAVE VEEN 
THE SAFEST 
SPOT ON 
THIS ROUTE. 
























WE COULD 
SEE HASE 


“4 FARINTHE 
Bee i DISTANCE 
‘AHEAD US. 















Ba ALL RIGHT. 
Goon! 


AND GET 
2 SeTUPI s 
La 














AS IT BILLOWED 


UP, IT CAME 













STARING 
AT THE 
‘AVALANCHE, 





Pc 
TURNED 
OUR WAY 
anv 
TED TO RUN. 


4 
—_— 

















YOU COULD 
CALLIT FEAR, |= 
BUT. 





WHEN, IN THE 
BLINK OF AN 
EYE, HE WAS 
‘SWALLOWED 
UP BY THE 
N. AVALANCHE. 





KNOW WHAT 
ANYONEWAS |) 
SAYING. 











WHAT SEEMED, 
FROM A DISTA- 
NCE, TO BEA 


BEAUTIFUL 
‘SNOW SMOKE... 














CHAPTER 15 
THE MAN WHO 
BECAME THE 
MOUNTAIN 

















IF WE COULD 
DIG HIM OUT 


I THOUGHT IT 
MIGHT BE 
POSSIBLE TO 





FOUR OF US WOULD 
WORK HERE TO FIND 
HASE AND, AFTER 
‘TWENTY MINUTES, 
WED SEND ONE 
PERSON BACK TO 


BASE CAMP FOR HELP. 





‘THE FOUR OF 
US WORKED 
IN LINE, SHOVE~ 
LUNG THROUGH 
THE SNOW WITH 








IF HIS BODY 














PHERHAPS 
HASE REJO- 
INED THE 
MOUNTAIN. 
THAT DAY. 









BECAME ONE 
WITH THE 







































COLLECTION 
OF THINGS 
HASE HAD 
WRITTEN OR 
MAGAZINES 
HERE AND 


THERE WHICH |") 


HADNT YET [8 


BEEN COLLE- 
CTED INTO A 
BOOK, PLUS 
PREVIOUSLY 
UNPUBLISHED 





AFTER 
HASES 
DEATH, 

SOME 
OF HIS 
WRITINGS 
WERE 

PUBLISHED 

‘AS "ROCK 
WALLS: 
OF THE 

HEAVENS", 




























































































AFTER HITTING 
‘ON THE IDEIA 
OF ASOLO 


SUMMIT CLIMB 
OF kz, HE HAND- 
WROTE DIARY- 
UKE MEMOS 
OF EVEYTHING 
UNTIL HE PUT 
THE PLAN INTO 

ACTION. THIS = 

WAS TYPESET ~ 
AND Became | >> 

THE *K2 
JOURNAL! 


Y BE 7 SF Si 

































WHERE WAS NO 
DOUBT THAT HASE 
THERE WERE || SO NO REWRITING 
EVEN NOTES 
IN SOME PARTS er Mee 
TEAT ONLYLE MANUSCRIPT 
WOULD HAVE CES, 
UNDERSTOOD. aucceeDeD N 
REACHING 
THE SUMMIT. 


























THERE WAS 
A PASSAGE 
IN THE K2 
JOURNAL 
WHICH 
BOTHER- 
ED HIM. 









































IT STRAN- 

GELY TROU- 

BLED FUKA- 
MACHL 








ITWAS 

A SIMPLE 

PASSAGE, 
Bur. 





























DEPARTMENT OF 
“THE MOUNTAIN 





‘OUT EVERY 
LAST ONE OF 
THE WRITINGS 

HAGE HAD LEFT, 

EVEN HIS HAND- 


























OH, 
IDIONT 
KNOW. 














I PUT THIS 
WHOLE BOOK “Ee 
TOGETHER MYSELF, 
IFIMAY BOASTI } 














‘ABOUT THE 
MEMOS THAT 
BECAME "kz 



































IWAHARA 
HAD BEEN 
A SERIOUS 
CLIMBER IN 
THE PAST, 

AND WAS: 
THE SAME 

AGE AS HASE 





HE GOT BACK 

FROM THE TRIP 

TO NEPAL IVE 
WORKED THAT OUT. 


IT?S CERTAIN 
THAT HASE 
STARTED TO 
THINK SERIOUSLY 
‘ABOUT ATTEMPTING 
‘ASOLO SUMMIT 
CLIMB OF K2 


WITHOUT OXYGEN... 








WE CAN 
ASSUME THAT 
HE HIT ON THE 
IDEA WHEN HE 
WAS IN NEPAL, 








WHY DO YOU 

THINK HASE HIT 

UPON THIS IDEIA 

WHILE HE WAS: 
IN NEPAL? 


‘ASOLO SUMMIT 

CLIMB WITHOUT 
OXYGEN IS 
PRACTICALLY 

‘A PIPE DREAM, 








ASOLO, 


OXYGENLESS 
SUMMIT CLIMB 
TO AN 8000 
METER PEAK IS 
‘A SUPERHUMAN 
THING. 





BUT COULD 
IT BE DONE? 
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‘SOMETHING 
MUST HAVE 
INSPIRED IT? 


HE HAD 
THE IDEA 
OF DOING kz 
OXYGENLESS, 
soLo? 


“KEEN TO 
DO IT. EVEN 
iFIts 
UNSPOKEN, 
I KNOW IT 


THINKING ABOUT 
‘SOMEONE ELSE 
IN THIS NOTE. 





IF ITWAS. 
‘A PLAN WHICH, 
IN HASES MIND, 
APPEARED TO 


"ASOLO 
SUMMIT 
CLIMB OF 
‘AN £000- 


THINK HASE 
COULD HAVE 


INSPIRED 
MET SOMEONE 


LOOK, THERES: 

THIS NOTE IN K2 
JOURNAL, IT 

MADE ME THINK. 











IT SEEMS: 
MORE LIKE 
SOMEONE 


| THE PHRASE 
“KEEN TO D0 


ELSE BEEING 









































WAS “KEEN* TO 
CLIMB AN 000- 
METER PEAK SOLO, 
OXYGENLESS, BUT 
EVEN IF “IT IS UNSPO- 
KEN, HE KNOWS IT’, 
RIGHT? 








BUT SOME 
OTHER 
PERSON... 















DO YOU THINK 
HASE MET 
‘SOMEONE IN 
KATHMANDU 
BEFORE HE 
WENT D0 kz? 


OF COURSE, 
IP's NOT 
SOMETHING 

THATS IMPOSSI- 

BLE, BUT... HMM 



























“JOUSI 
HABL. 
FUKAMACH 
| WAS ABouT 
TO UTTER 
HIS NAME, 
BUT HE 
MANAGED 
B| TO RESTRAIN 
HIMSELF. 























PERHAPS... 
ITWAS ONLY 
AHUNCH... 























WOULDNTT.THAT | 
HAVE BEEN.THE | f 
OCCASION:THAT | 
FORMED IN. HASE | 








DIDNT HASE HAPPEN 
TO WRITE ANY OTHER 
‘MEMOS WHICH 
MENTIONED ANYTHING 
‘ABOUT MEETING 
SOMEONE IN NEPAL? 


ACTUALLY, HASE 
WAS IN NEPAL 
TO SHOOT A 
COMERCIAL 














OH, WELL, 
THAT WOULD 
PROBABLY 
BE THE 
CAMERAMAN 


IS THERE SOMEONE I THINK THEY 
(ON THE STAFF HAD GONE TO 
FROM THAT POKHARA AND 
TIME THAT ‘SHOT MACHA- 
MIGHT KNOW PUCHARE AND 
‘ABOUT THIS? ‘ANNAPURNA AS 
BACKGROUNDS. 











‘cata vou Pisih aon SHUSUKE KITAHAMA, 
INTRODUCE ME JOB ON THE k2 ba 
TO MISTER EXPEDITION BE- om 
RITAHAMAT = CAUSE OF THEIR veo 
CONNECTION ON 
THE NEPAL SHOOT. 





MOUNTAINEERING’ 
IS ASTRANG 
THING, ISNT IT? 
























NEVER IMAGINED 









THAT IT WOULD 

a BE ME THAT 
/ ENDED UP PUTTING 
TSUNEO HASE TOGETHER A BOOK 
‘ANDI HAD A BY TSUNEO HASE. 









BIT OFA 
CROSSING 
IN THE PAST, 




























cLoseto | MUST BE. 
TWENTY 
YEARS 

BACK NOW. 























COULD BE 
CLASSIFIED 
AS AN 
INCIDENT. 

















AS ARESULT, 
WE NEVER 
BECAME 









FOR A TIME, 
You couLD 
EVEN SAY 
HATED HIM, 


a 





























/ THATS wHy 
I CAN TALK 
‘ABOUT HIM 
UKE THIS. 














IT DOESNT 
BOTHER YOU, 
wouLD YOU 

MIND TELLING 
ME ABOUT IT? 











CERTAINLY. 
I DONT MIND. 





















WE WERE ABOUT 
TO LEARN THE 
AND.IT HARDSHIPS AND 
WAS A THE FASCINATION 
TIME WHEN OF CLIMBING... 
WE WERE 
MOST ARRO- 
GANT. 























I WERE 
BOTH ABOUT 























‘AT THAT TIME, 
THE LAST 
UNTRODDEN 
ROUTE LEFT 
‘ON MOUNT 
TANIGAWA. 











IN A DREAM- 

UKE TONE, 
IWAHARA 
BEGAN 
HIS TALE. 














CHAPTER 16 


















HISAYA 
IWAHARA 
WAS A 
[ej MEMBER OF 
‘/AMOUNTAIN- 
[4 EERING GROUP 
CALLED 


ake pe tne "GAKURYOKAN. 


LEADING 
MOUNTAIN- 

EERING CLUBS, | 

‘AND AMONG 























BUT HE HAD 
NEVER HAD 
THE HONOR 
OF BEING 
THE FIRST 
To SUMMIT 
CLIMB A 
NEW ROUTE. 












DEMON SLAB, 
BUT WAS STILL 
PRONE TO 




















GO SLOW! 
SCALE UP 
ALONG 


















TECHNICALLY, 
PHYSICALLY 
‘AND MENT. 
‘uy, He 
RANKED 
wanen THE 
oP CLASS 
coroner [i 
J uarocore 
GAG] mounraner- 
ie socienes, 

















| AVALANCHES |" 








FOR YEARS, 
IWAHARA 
HAD SET HIS: 

SIGHTS ON AN 
UNTRODDDEN 

WINTER ROUTE 
UP THE TAKI- 

ZAWA JUTARO 

‘SLAB, MOUNT 

TANIGAWA 
ICHINOKURA. 

































‘AND AVA- 
LANCHES 
(ON THE 
JUTA- 
RO SLAB. 























THREE YEARS 
TO THE DAY. 





























ff Norvust 
ICHINOKURA, 
THEY SCALED 
TAKIDANI 
‘AND BYOBU 
AS WELL, 

































THE DECISION 
WAS FINALLY 
if | Mazen me 
WINTER OF 1473. 




















‘YOU WANNA 
DO THE JUTARO 
‘SLAB WITH ME? 



































THE AVALANCHES 
i] Here ane oreReNT 
DEFENDING ON 
HOW THE SNOW 
COMPACTS, BUT 


ITLL BE 
FINE. IT CAN 
DEFINITELY 
BE DONE. 










IVE SET THE 
COURSE 00. 

















THAT CHANCE IS 
5 SURE TO COME 
mmm} AFTER ADAY OR 
TWO. THATS WHEN 
WE HIT THE SLAB 


WAIT A WEEK, 
CONSTANTLY 

CHECKING THE 

WEATHER MADE 


WE GO THERE AT 
THE BEGGINING OF 








KITAZAWA 
CAME ON 

BOARD THE 
JUTARO 














FILLED WITH 
DETERMI- 
NATION TO. 
SUCCEED. 


















BEFORE THE TWO 
DEPARTED, THEY 
WROTE THEIR 
WILLDS, HANDED 
THEM OVER TO 
FRIENDS, AND 
THEN LEFT TOKYO 
FOR MOUNT 
TANIGAWA... 








MARCH, 1474, {i 
ICHINOKURA 
GORGE ON 
MOUNT 
TANIGAWA. 











DARK CLOUDS 
HUNG OvER- 
HEAD AND A 


” 





























THE SNOWS 
EVEN MORE 


gl NCE OF THE 
SY uutaro siaB. 















IFIP S UKE 
THIS ABOVE 
THEN, EVEN 

IF WERE SLOW, 
WE CAN PULL IT 
(OFF BEFORE NOON. 


aS 


A 











| UNCERTAIN 


‘AROUND IT 
TO THE 





] ONE HOUR 
INTO THEIR 
CLIMB OF 
THE JUTARO jf 


CAME TO 
|) A oircutr 
SPOT. 





















































10 BE BLE TO 
GET THIS FAR 
IN ABOUT TWENTY 
MINUTES, BUT.. 


IT T00K 


THATS AN HOUR 
FASTER THAN US. 



































THE ROUTE 
WAS BURIED 
IN DEEP SNOW 
80 THERE WAS. 
NO CHOICE 
BUT TO PLOW 
THROUGH AND 
CLEAR IT. 


OF CLIMBING, 
THE TWO 


CAUGHT UP | 


WITH HASE, 


























BUT IWAHARA AND 
KITAZAWA COULD 
SHARE THE LOAD 
AND SO CATCHY 














WERE GOING TO 
TAKE THIS TO 
THE UPPER RIGHT 
‘AND THEN TAKE 
‘THE ROUTE OUT 
TO THE DOMES 
RIGHT RIDGE. 




































































‘AND 
‘SLAMMING 


INTO THE 
(CRACKS IN THE 
ROCK THEY 


‘ADVANCED 
TOWARDS 
THE RIGHT 

















AGAIN THEY 
CAUGHT 
uP wid 

HASE AND 
CONTINUED 
THEIR CLMB 

REPEATEDLY 





=| ALTERNATING 


THE LEAD 
WITH HIM, 














































WE REALLY 
wo Ir, 


TEN MIN 


«of LATER, THEIR 
SLAs |" 
.| cuMB WAS 


“= | suraro 






UTES 










































ARRIVED THIRTY 
MINUTES AFTER 
HIM AT 1035. 




















HE HAD 
BEGUN ON 
THE "AY 
GULLY AND 
WAS HEADED 
FOR THE 
PREFECTURAL 


BORDER LINE 


FORMED BY 


aE 











WHEN THE TWO 
MEN MET HASE 
AGAIN, IT WAS. 


COME DOWN, IN 
FRONT OF THE fF 

DOAI MOUNTAIN- 

EERING INSTRU- 











CONGRATU- 
LATIONS ON 
BEING THE 
SECOND TO 
cuMe ITI 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH! 





























WAS TALKING 
‘ABOUT. 





mms ourwas BD | sccesrooo 

TRYING TO SAY . 

THAT HE WAS. 
THE FIRST TO 
CLIMB IT, TO. 
OPEN UP THE 





WE WERE FELLOW 
CLIMBERS AFTER ALL, 
RIGHT. THE THREE OF 
US HAD POOLED OUR 
STRENGTH TO SCALE 
THAT TREACHEROUS 

ROUTE TOGETHER. 


‘SOMETHING 
‘YOU WOULD 
PUT THE 
WAY HE DID. 























FORA 
LONG TIME 











BUT HE HADNT 
BEEN ABLE 
TO MAKE UP 
HIS MIND 0, 
THAT MORNING 
HASE HAD STILL 
BEEN ASLEEP, 


HOWEVER, HIS SUPPORT 
PEOPLE WOKE HIM 
‘AND TOLD HIM 
THAT WE WERE 
CLIMBING THE SLAB... 








WE CLIMBED 
THE JUTARO 
SLAB TOGHETER. 





NOT WANTING 
ANYONE TO 
KNOW OF HIS 
INTENTIONS... 


\ 


TAKIZAWA AND 
WAITED THERE 
FOR THE CHANCE 
TO CLIMB THE 
JUTARO SLAB. 

















NO MATTER 
WHAT, HE 
HAD TO BE 
THE FIRST 
TO CLIMB. 








IN HASES 
MIND, THE 
ONLY THING 
THAT HAD 
MEANING WAS 
“FIRST TO CLIMB", 















‘SECOND CLIMB 
‘OR WHATEVER 
HAD NO MEAN- 
ING AT ALL 














KINGS OF 
THE ROCK! 























CHAPTER 17 
TIGER 











MID-AUGUST |)” 
AND IT WAS A ea 


| COLD SUMMER | 

















ON Just 
SUCH A DAY 

FUKAMACHI 
MET WITH THE | 
CAMERAMAN |. 
‘SHUSUKE 
KITAHAMA 



















ICOULONT SAY 
FOR SURE, BUT... 
IT IS POSSIBLE 

THAT HASE HiT 
UPON THE IDEA 





















Do You 
HAVE 
ANY IDEA? 

















THEN, THE 


PROBABLY ME. 











VERY FIRST DID COME UP ‘ACTUALLY GAVE 
PERSON TO HEAR WITH THE IDEA \ HIM THE IDEA TO 
ABOUT IT WAS. WHILE HE WAS: ATTEMPT Kz SOLO 













BUT, IF HASE -AS FOR WHAT 





IN KATHMANDU... WITHOUT OXYGEN... — 
THAT, | DUNNO. 





JO. > 











WHERE DID 
HE TELL YOU? 








IT WAS THE NIGHT 
OF THE LAST DAY 
(OF OUR STAY 


VISIT ME IN MY 




















NO, MESSNER 
ALREADY MADE 
SUCH A CLIMB 
FROM THE TIBET 
SIDE IN 1480. 


I ToL You 
IWAS GOING 
TO CLIMB A 
MOUNTAIN OVER 
8000 METERS HIGH 
|| SOLO AND wiTHOUT 
OXYGEN. WHAT 
WOULD You Do? 








— 































WHAT ARE YOU 
THINKING OF? 


Dwi. 














SAYING IT 














I THOUGHT IT 
WAS KIND OF 


‘AN EMBARRASED 


LAUGH Too. 








HED THOUGHT- 
LESSLY BLURTED 
THIS NAIVE 
DESIRE OF HIS HE WAS 
‘our Loup. SAYING 


WAS A JOKE. 











‘AND HE TOLD 
ME HE WANTED 
ME TO SHOOT 

THE DOCUMENTARY 
FOOTAGE OF IT. 


HE WAS GOING 
TO ATTEMPT A 
‘SUMMIT CLIMB 
OF k2 SOLO 
‘AND OXYGEN- 








‘A CALL FROM 

HASE. THATS 

WHEN I HEARD 
OFFICIALLY 
ABOUT HIS: 














WE CAME 
BACK TO 
JAPAN AND 


DO YOU THINK 
HE MUST HAVE 
GOTTEN SEED 
FOR THE OXYGEN- 
LESS IDEA AFTER 
MEETING SOMEONE 
IN KATHMANDU? 


IPS NOT UN- 
THINKABLE, BUT... 


THE EXPEDITION 
WHERE THE 
‘AVALANCHE 
KILLED HIM. 











‘YES, OF COURSE, 
HE WAS OFF 
(ON HIS OWN 

PLENTY 
OF TIMES. 


MUU 


BUT WOULD HE 
HAVE HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY 

TO MEET ANY- 
ONE LIKE THAT? 





1 COULONT 
GUESS 


























<[ THERE WAS. 







rust 
SOMETHING REMEMBERED! 
WE WERE WALKING 000 Just 
‘THROUGH KATHMANDU THIS ONE TIME. 
TOGETHER WHEN HASE 
SUDDENLY POINTED 
‘OUT SOMEONE HE SAW. 






































THIS SHERPA, 
MISTER KITAHAMA?- 
























NO. IT WOULD BE 
MORE ACCURATE 
TO SAY | JUST 
‘SAW HIM RATHER 


iatnegr ‘THAN MET HIM, 


WAS AROUND 
INDRA CHOWK. 





MAN CAME 
WALKING OUT 
OF A SHOP 
ENTRANCE. 



































































y, 














7 HE WAS 
ONE OF THE 

eT =] | SHERPAS THAT 
| a! WHEN | aT] | SERVED OUR 


TURNED 


an TEAM ON 
ory scald TO LOOK 





AGAIN. 











THE SHERPA 
HAD ALREADY 
VANISHED. 



































YOU MEAN THE 
‘SHERPAS THAT 
WORKED WITH 
CERTAIN BRITISH 
TEAMS, RIGHT? 








ATITLE OF 
HONOR GIVEN 
TOA FEW 
SHERPAS. 


3 BY BRUCE. 








HIMALAYAS 
HEADED 



















THE EXPEDITION 
IN WHICH MA- 


LLORY AND 
IRVINE WENT 
MISSING ON 
THEIR QUEST 
FOR THE 
SUMMIT. 


























IT WAS DURING 
THE EXPEDITION 
THAT FOUR 
SHERPAS WHO 
HAD CLIMBED 
‘AND WERE 
‘ACTIVE AT AN 
ELEVATION OF 
‘OVER £000 
METERS WERE 
FIRST CALLED 
"TIGERS". 




































AFTERWARDS, SHERPAS 
WHO PERFORMED 
DISTINGUISHED 
‘SERVICES IN THE 
HIMALAYAS WERE 
CONFERRED THE 
TITLE "TIGER" 

‘AND AWARDED A 
“TIGERS BADGE” 
FEATURING A TIGER 
HEAD DESIGN. 


































BUT ANG 
TSHERING 
WAS ONE 


| OF THE LAST 


SHERPAS TO 
RECEIVE THE 
BADGE. 


NOWADAYS, 
Ia) THE TIGER 
BADGE INST. 


TUTON Has 
f VANEHED. 























DURING OUR 
EXPEDITION HED 

ALREADY PASSED 

His Mip-FIFTIES. | 





I THINK OUR 
EXPEDITION 
WAS PROBA- 


















NO, T0 BE 
PRECISE, MAY- 
BE YOU CANT 
REALLY CALL IT 
‘AN INCIDENT. 





YOU SEE, HABU 
DID SOMETHING 


bedeccios 

















THIS 1S JUST 
THE STORY 


REMEMBER 
THE DETAILS. 
THAT CLEARLY 





ANG TSHE- 

RING REMAI- 

NED AT THE 
COMPLE- 


TO CARRY 
OUT FUR- 








Four Peorte | 
CONSISTING 


FOF SHERPAS 


AND THE JA- 
PANESE TEAM 
MEMBERS, IN- 
CLUDING 
HABU, HAD 
SETITUP. 




























































































were Directly (__ FALLEN! 
BEFORE THE 
YELLOW BAND, 
ON A ROCK SHELF 
Ararowno "©." /¥\ 
A 


8500 METERS! 











WOULD NoT 
SURVIVE A 
SINGLE NIGHT 


INABIVOUAC | 


ON THIS EXPO- 
‘SED SHELF. 

















SENT FROM 
05 RIGHT 
AWAY, IT 

WOULD HAVE 


ADAY TO 
GET HERE, 











aw ae) 
UFTING ANG’ *” 4 
TSHERING'S BODY; 
WITH A'ROPE 


FROM ABOCE | A My 


WOULD BE 9 


Qs  MPOSSIBLE. |e 
Gy 4 









































TELLING ME 
TO LEAVE 
You To Die?! 


— Jil 





























WED BEST 
TAKE OFF 
YOUR CRAM- 

PONS TOO, 








gs 


BUT WE 
CANT TAKE 
THE OXYGEN. 





























pe roe YN 
‘ cA 
















ON HIS BACK, _ 
‘ANG TSHERING ~ 



































THATS WHAT 
THEARD HAPP- 

ENED ON THE 
1485 EXPEDITION. 
























‘AND TOOK 
ANG TSHERING 
BACK DOWN 
TO THE BASE 

CAMP. 


‘THE NEXT DAY, 
OTHER TEAM 
MEMBERS AND 
SHERPAS CAME 
UP FROM Cs. 



































“THATS NOT 
SOMETHING 
JUST ANY- + 

ONE CAN D0" 












ANG TSHERING... 












iS 4 
WHEN FUKAMACHI 
|HMET:HABU.IN, 




















MUSTHAVE | 
EN METFHABUON | 


MAS Wel 








SHINJUKU, 
*| THE SUNSHINE 
FINALLY 


‘AND WARMTH 
RETURNED. 



























IWAS GOING 
BUT BEFORE THROUGH SOME 
WE GET TO ‘STUFF IN THE 
THAT, | SHOULD 
TELL YOU ABOUT 


HABU PASSPORT. 


























50 WHAT 
‘ABOUT 
HABUS: 

PASSPORT. 

















IF ITWAS. 
HABU, THEN 
HES MOST 

UKELY STAYING 

THERE ILLEGALLY. 
















APPARENTLY IT 
EXPIRED IN 











_ 


ACQUAINTA- 
NCE IN THE MINI- 
‘STRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS TO LOOK 
INTO IT FOR 















ye - 
IT MAKES SENSE, 
RIGHT? HABU 


NEVER GAVE 
HIS OWN NAME, 


























THE STORY! 
HEARD FROM 
KITAHAMA THE 
DAY BEFORE 
YESTERDAY... 












































THEN THE 
POSSIBILITY 
OF HASE MEET- 
ING HABU IN 
KATHMANDU 
GOES UP, 
DOESNT IT. 


WELL, IF 
ANG TSHE- 
RING AND 
HABU HAD 














WHAT HABU 
WAS TRYING 
TO DOIN KATH- 
MANDU STARTS 
TO EMERGE. 





YOU THINK 
50 T00, 

THEN THERES 

NO MISTAKE. 



































IF ONE OF 
THEM DID 
SOMETHING, 
THE OTHER 
ONE WENT 
‘AND DID SOME- 
THING SIMILAR. 


HASE AND 
HABU WERE 

ALWAYS BAT- 
TLING WITH 
EACH OTHER. 

















AS! 
THou- 
GHT. 












‘AND IT WAS 
UKE THAT 
WITH THE 
GRANDES 

JORASSES TOO, 
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SECOND HIGHEST 
PEAK, SOLO AND 
WITHOUT OXYGEN. 





YOURE SAYING 
HABU WAS 








THINK IT 
WAS HABU 


THAT CAME 
WITH THE 

IDEA FIRST 
THIS TIME. 





‘SUMMIT CLIMB 
OFEVEREST 
wiTHouT 




































































OVER 000 
METERS HIGI 


TOTAL OF FOUR- 
TEEN PEAKS 











H. 











LUKE RENN- 
HOLD MESSNER, ited 
HAVE MADE es 


Wo SUMMIT 













ELEVEN HAD 
BEEN CLIMBED 
SOLO AND WITH- 
‘OUT OXYGEN 

BY ELEVEN 
CLIMBERS. 

































ING, YOU CANT 
CALL EVERY ONE 
(OF THEM OXYGEN- 
LESS SOLO CLIMBS. 





HAD NO IDEA 


THIS MANY 
PEOPLE HAD 
PULLED IT OFF. 















50 ANY \ 













MAY BE, 

TRUE MEAN- BUT THIS 
ING AS A 2a IS AN EASIER 

SOLO CLIMB 

DISAPPEARS. 


HE EMPLOYED 
A SOURE 
BUILT BY 





THERE ARE 
OTHERS. 
MARC BATARD MAKALU 
AND PIERRE 
BEGHIN STARTED 





OUT TOGETHER 
‘AND ONLY 
SEPARATED 

PART WAY UP. 


















IN OTHER WORDS, 
THE 8000-METER 
OXYGENLESS SOLO 
CLIMBS THAT 
‘ACTUALLY COUNT. 


‘ARE REINHOLD 
MESSNER ON 
EVEREST IN 1980, 
JERZY KUKUCZKA 
(ON MAKALU IN 1481, 









PIERRE BEGHIN ON 
KANCHENJUNGA IN 
lags AND TOMO 
CESEN ON 
LHOTSE IN 1940, 









MESSNER AND 
MARC BATARD 
ALREADY CLIMB 
EVEREST SOLO AND 


LOOK AT THESE 
FOUR AS THE 
GENUINE 

RECORDS. 





























‘AND MARC 
BATARD DID 
IT FROM THE 
NEPAL SIDE. 








MESSNER 

oI iT 
FROM THE 
TIBET SIDE. 


THAT HABU 
WOULD FOLLOW 
IN THE FoOT- 
STEPS OF 
SOMEONE ELSE? 











BUT BATARD 
USED A ROUTE 
CONSTRUCTED 

BY ANOTHER 
PARTY FOR HIS: 

SOLO CLIMB. 








HE MAN 
HAVE BEEN 
CONSIDERING 
SOMETHING 
EVEN MORE 





STRICTLY SPEAKING, 
THE NEPAL SIDE 
STILL HASNT 
BEEN DONE BY 
‘ANYONE YET. 


St 


























‘AN OXYGENLESS, 
SOLO CLIMB OF 
EVERESTS SOUTH- 
WEST FACE 

IN WINTER. 














IMPOSSIBLE... 








BUT NOT 
SOMETHING YOU 
COULD RULE OUT 

WITH THE MAN, 
NAMED JOUJI HABU. 















(ONE HAD,YETS 








NOT SOME- 
THING YOU 
WOULD PUT 











i wa 


















THE MAN, \ 
WHO HAD JOUSI Sf, 
BOUND FUKA- HABU... 
MACHI TO 
THE MOUNTAIN. 
MALLORY AND 
HABU... WHICHEVER: 
‘YOU FOLLOWED, 
‘THERE WAS ONE 
A SOLITARY THING AT THE 


END OF BOTH 








YOUVE COME 
THIS FAR, 
YOUVE JUST 
GOTTA Go. 

















JOUJI HABU AND 
MALLORY'S CAMERA 
WILL MAKE FOR A 
PRETTY JUICY 
STORY, MAN! 



















































































HE MADE 
<j] UP His MIND 


TO CALL KA- 
YOKOS WORK- 
PLACE SEIBLCO. 
































SHE SAID 
‘SHE WOULD 
WRITE YOU 

ONCE THINGS 


SHE SAID IF 
YOU LOOKED 
FOR HER, YOU 

WOULD EASILY 





UNTIL THEN, 
‘SHE SAID SHE 
WANTS YOU 
To AVOID 
‘SEARCHING 


‘couLD You 
PLEASE TELL 
HER THAT! 
SAID | UNDER- 














HE KNEW 
THE REA- 
SON... BE- 
CAUSE SHE 
‘COULDNT 
GOON 
‘ANYMORE. 























THIS WAS 
THE END 
FOR HIM 


‘AND KAYOKO. 





























WAS LOO- 
KING FOR 














HE WOULD 

] cuNG 10 
THINGS HE 
COULD NOT 
BRING TO 








WHILE HIS , 
OWN MIND 
WAS BoU- 
ND UP IN, 
HESITA- 
TION. 


BUT... IF FELT 
UKE THE CON- 
CLUSION THAT 

HE SHOULD 

HAVE COME UP 

WITH HAD BEEN] 
‘STOLEN AWAY 

FROM HIM. 























UNTIL HIS: 
DEATH HE 
WOULD NEED 
To occurY 
THE TIME 
WITH SOME- 
THING. 




















TAKE STEPS 
TOWARDS A 
SUMMIT WHICH 
ITMAY BE 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO ACHIEVE? 











SEARCH FOR 
AN ANSWER 
THAT MIGHT 


NOT EXIST, 
WHATEVER 
ITMAY BE? 








WHAT 
SHOULD 
IT BE? 





























“A SINGLE 
POINT STA- 
DING ExPO- 
SED IN THE 
EMPTY SPA- 
CE OF THE 
BLUE SKIES" 














BURYING 
TIME LIKE 
THIS Wo- 
ULD BE 
HIS WAY 
COPING. 



































£D 1000 
SOME ALTI- 

TUDE TRAIN- fy 
ING BEFORE |) 














‘AT SENSHOU- 
IK, THE TER- 
MINAL STOP OF 
THE ROPEWAY, 


Here is an wn fl 


WHERE YOU CAN 





‘AT 2700 ME- 
TERS, THERE 
WAS ELECT- 


You couLp 
GET A MEAL 




















HE WALKED 


MIT OF KiSO- 
KOMA AND 


TO THE SUM- | 











THE EXERCISE 
‘SHOULD HELP 
HIM ADAPT 
TO NEPAL 


















THANKFULLY, 
| HE COULD DO 
| THIS TRAINING 


anpGet [Y 
SOME WORK 
DONE WHILST 
ATTHEINN. [if 
Eel 


























THREE TIMES: 
HE CLIMBED 
TO THE SUM-_ 
MIT OF KiSO- 
KOMA. 




























|] nraivin THE | 








WHICH ENVE- 
LOPED THE 
ENTIRE MOU- 


COLOR OF 
THE BUR- 
NING SUN. 





























BUT HE MET 
WITH RYOKO 
KISHI SEVE- 

RAL TIMES. 


SHE WANTED 
TO TRAVEL TO 
NEPAL WITH 
HIM, BUT SHE 
HAD TO WORK. 

















THIS TIME 


S| HE DIDNT 


TELL KAYO- 


KO THAT HE 
WAS GOING #4 
TO NEPAL. jf 





HE DIONT 
THINK IT 
WOULD 











ACTUALLY 
BE ABLE TO 
GO TO NEPAL. 





IPLL BE THE 
LATER PART 
OF OCTOBER 
BEFORE | CAN 

GET AWAY. 


BUT IT SHOULD 
BE FOR ABOUT 
TEN DAYS $0 
1 COULD JOIN 
YOu, IF YOU 
ARE STILL THERE. 








IT MIGHT 
NOT HAPPEN. 



















MIN 


TOUCH PLEASE, CALL 
WITH THEM: THIS TRAVEL 

PRETTY REGU- ‘AGENCY IN 

LARLY. ALMOST KATHMANOU! 


EVERY DAY. 

























HOPEFULLY ILL 
BE ABLE TO FIND 
HABU BY THE 














FUKAMACHI 
WAS SUDD- 
ENLY PUZZ- 
LED BY THIS 
STRANCE, 
UNSTEADY 
FEELINGS. 






















WELL NEVER 
KNOW UNLESS 
WE GO THERE. 















si By 


FOR SOME REASON... \ 


RECENTLY | HAVENT 
BEEN ABLE TO THINK 
‘ABOUT ANYTHING 
ELSE BUT HABU. 





THE BEST THING 
WOULD BE TO 
JUST LEAVE 
THINGS AS 
THEY ARE..? 


HE FELT 
‘SURPRISE 
THAT SUCH 

FEELINGS 


HAD FORMED |i 
INSIDED HIM |B 


WITHOUT His 


REALIZING IT. 




















EVEN IF 
IWERE TO 
MEET HABU, 
WHAT WOULD 
SAY TO HIM? 





IF | DID DECIDE 
TO ABANDON MY 
WORK, ID HAVE A 
TON OF FORMA- 
LIES To GET 
THROUGH FIRST. 














ARE YOU 
TRYING 
To STIR UP 


No! BUT JUST 

To susT 7 FORGET ABOUT 

TAKE OFF YOUR WORK 
‘AND COME! 














BUT MOUNT- 
AINEERING'S: 
COMPLET- 
ELY DEAD, 





THERE MAY BE 
SOME BI “OUT- 
DOOR BOOM" 
HAPPENING 
LATELY. 








MOUNTAIN CABING AT 
THE BACK OF THE 
NORTHERN ALPS ARE 
PROBABLY GONNA 
HAVE TO SHUT 50- 


THE NUMBER 
OF PEOPLE 
GOING CLIM- 
BING IS SHRI- 
























IPS LIKE 
SOME- 

THING 

OUT OF 












Ye 


THE BIGGEST MYSTERY 
FROM THE DAYS WHEN 
ALL THE GIANT PEAKS 
(OF THE WORLD WERE 
STILL UNTRODDEN - AND, 
RIGHT NOW, WERE 
‘APART OF IT. 








TO RUN INTO 
SOMETHING 
UKE THIS! 





50 YOU CAN 
UNDERSTAND 
HOW IT MA- 
KES MY HE- 









iG yen 
y, 
























WHEN YOU 
THAT JUST a 
PLAIN FIRES 
ur Your 



















THIS 16 HUGE, 
EH, FUKAMACHI? 
IM COUNTING 
ON You 

TO FIND m 





MALLORYS 
CAMERA. 

















IN 1424, MALLORY 
‘AND IRVINE VANISHED - 


EAST RIDGE LEAVING 
BEHIND THEM THE 
MYSTERY OF WHO 


WAS THE FIRST TO 
» BREACH THE SUMMIT. 














APPEARED." 


~ GEORGE MALLORY 











